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MATHIAS ST. JOHN AND MARY TINKER OF NORWALK, CT 

MATHIAS ST. JOHN OSA0001 Christopher, Thomas, Christopher, William, Oliver, William, Alexander, John 

II, John I, Oliver, Alexander, John I, Roger, John, Roger, Thomas, John, Ralph, Wimund II, Wimund I, Ansfrid II was baptized 

August 1, 1601, St. Olave, Silver Street parish in the Cripplegate Ward of London, England. This 

baptismal record was phonetically recorded: “Mathias sonne of Christopher Sangins”.1 From this 

baptism record, we find he was the son of CHRISTOPHER ST. JOHN, thus negating all other 

previous claims to the identification of Mathias’ father.2  

 

Record 1: Baptism: Mathias sonne of Christopher Sangins ---- August 9 [1601] 

The Life and Career of Mathias St. John 

Not a lot is known about Mathias’ early life. It seems the plague may have hit his family hard 

as many of his siblings (and possibly his birth mother) died when he was very young. The feudal 

and guild systems were still very active, even though a single monarch and parliamentary 

government had been established. Mathias’ immediate family was part of the St. Olave Silver 

Street parish in the Cripplegate ward of London, England. They lived on or near Silver Street 

where William Shakespeare is said to have also lived.3  

His marriage and baptism of his first son occurred at St. John the Baptist parish in New 

Windsor, Berkshire, England before he went to St. Nicholas Cole Abbey in London. Beyond that, 

it is assumed that he was born a freeman and indentured into citizenship to practice his occupation 

within the city of London; but no Livery Company membership records have thus far been found 

for him.  

 
1 London Metropolitan Archives, St Olave Silver Street, Composite register of baptisms 1562-1770, marriages 

1562-1680, burials 1561-1770, P69/OLA3/A/001/MS06534. 
2 There were various claims presented over the years that Mathias belonged to incorrect families, including: the 

son of Richard St. John of Lydiard Tregoze; the son of Oliver St. John and Sarah Bulkeley of Caysoe; or the son of a 

Dutch Christopher Santken. 
3 Charles Nicholl, The Lodger Shakespeare: His Life on Silver Street (New York: Penguin Books, 2007) 
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London, England 

Mathias lived in London, England from 1601 to about 1633. Except for his marriage in 

Berkshire and the baptism of his first child, there is no explicit evidence he traveled more than a 

few miles in the London city limits until he went to America; however according to Mrs. 

Alexander4 and Frederick A Virkus5, Mathias was first recorded in Dorchester Massachusetts as 

early as 1631 but he was equally baptizing children in London during this same time period. It 

seems likely these 1631 records apply to a different man or he might have been traveling after all.6 

I believe the most logical conclusion, if this date does not apply to another man, is that Mathias 

was a ship-merchant who traveled back and forth to the colonies and elsewhere until he moved to 

North America on a permanent basis. Merchant trade was common in the 17th century. In fact, per 

the National Archives, 20,000 port books have survived for the years 1565-1799 with obvious gaps 

(London port books for 1697-1799 are missing and many ports stop well before 1799, for 

example).7 Mathias might also have been indentured to a Baker or ship-merchant from Berkshire 

to learn the trade and it was likely through that relationship that he came to marry his future wife, 

Mary Tinker.8 

St. Olave Silver Street parish 

The only record found at St. Olave Silver Street for Mathias pertains to his birth. Because his 

family remained there until his father’s death in 1629, it is assumed he lived his entire childhood 

in this general vicinity, probably until he married; however, as seen with other families he was 

likely put into a guild trade, aged about 14-18, in service to another for the term of 7-12 years 

under an indenture contract. His later occupation as a chaundler (baker-ship merchant) suggests 

 
4 The St. John Genealogy… by Orline St. John Alexander, 1907 
5 VIRKUS, FREDERICK A., editor. Immigrant Ancestors: A List of 2,500 Immigrants to America before 1750. 

Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Co., 1964. 75p. Repr. 1986. 
6 We find this same pattern of sea travel with his Uncle Mathew, Grandfather Thomas and great-uncle, Sir 

William St. John, Knight; where he appears in the early Virginia colony census in 1607, 1611 and 1612 but was still 

a resident of London until his death in 1638. Sir William was a captain and later Vice Admiral in the English Royal 

Navy. 
7 http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/merchant-trade-records-port-

books-1565-1799/ 
8 The surname Tinker is hard to trace and may be a title given to an individual who formerly held a different 

family name or the phonetic spelling in England varies considerably from its original intent.  
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he was possibly in a guild-trade of some nature while a boy; whereby he obtained citizenship 

(voting rights) through membership while still a young man.  

St. John the Baptist Parish, New Windsor, Berkshire 

Marriage9 and Baptism10 records show that Mathias lived near St. John the Baptist parish in 

New Windsor, Berkshire England from at least 1627 to 1628.  New Windsor is about 25 miles 

from London.  

St. Nicholas Cole Abbey 

“Mathias Seniohn” witnessed the will of Edmund Bennet who was buried at St. Nicholas Cole 

Abbey April 27, 1631.11 

BENNETT, Edmund - citizen and fustendresser (f149) dtrs Sarah & Anne; bros Wlm & 

Thos; cousin Rob Hull; svt Peter Ellis; wife Sara exec; overs Thos Hopkins; wtns Mathias 

Seniohn.12 

St. Nicholas Cole Abbey is .37 miles from St. Olave, Silver Street. At this parish Mathias’ 

occupation was listed as a chandler. According to the records at St. Nicholas Cole Abbey, Mathias 

was a chandler between at least 1631 and 1634. A chandler was the head of the chandlery in 

medieval households, responsible for wax, candles, and soap. Chandler  may also refer to a ship 

chandler, or one who was a dealer in special supplies or equipment for ships. Mathias’ brother 

James was also identified as a chaundler in the parish registers but other city records list him as a 

Brown-Baker. Also, in the colonies, Mathias was identified as ‘Seynton the Baker’. Mathias and 

James were probably bakers rather than candle makers who did their business within the shipping 

industry between London and colonial trade ports. 

 
9 Berkshire Marriages Second Edition © 2011-2012 Trustees of Berkshire Family History Society Registered 

Charity Number 283010, pg. 441; note the transcription contained a type-o where the S in English handwriting was 

incorrectly transcribed as a T. 
10 Baptism parish register of St. John the Baptist, New Windsor, England transcribed by the Berkshire Historical 

Society. Douglas Richardson, "The English Ancestry of the Merwin and Tinker Families of New England," 

NEH&GS Register, Vol. CXIX, October 1995, page 411. 
11 London Metropolitan Archives, St Nicholas Cole Abbey, Composite register: baptisms 1538/9 - 1650, 

marriages 1584 - 1650/1, burials 1538 - 1647, P69/NIC2/A/001/MS05685. 
12 Commissary Court of London Will Abstracts Volume 26 (1629-1634). 

http://www.genuki.com/big/eng/Wills/Wills1A.html 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chandlery
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ship_chandler
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Worshipful Company of Bakers 

Per the Worshipful Company of Bakers website, ‘there is very little documentary evidence as 

to when the older guilds in London were first formed and the origin of the Bakers’ in particular 

must be lost in the mists of time.’ The Worshipful Company of Bakers can trace its City of London 

origins back over 800 years – and that, for over 500 of those years, the Company has owned and 

occupied its Harp Lane site in Tower Ward, just west of the Tower of London. 

 

Image Credit: http://www.bakers.co.uk/A- 1 

Mathias’ brother, James, was recorded as a brown-baker so it seems likely Mathias may also 

have been a brown-baker. Their bread was probably more a nutritious, almost black, loaf of rye, 

barley or buckwheat.  

Middle Ages bread was generally unleavened bread. The use of yeast as a leavening agent was 

not widespread until later in the Renaissance period (1300-1700). Yeast was instead reserved for 

pastries and desserts. Unleavened bread, however, was still made quite carefully and in many 

specific varieties for different customers and occasions. The unleavened bread was dense and 

difficult to digest, so it was made thin. Pieces of unleavened bread were used as plates to hold the 

rest of the meal, which usually consisted of meat or fish. As the meal progressed and the juices 

from the meal soaked through the bread, the bread itself became more flavorful and easier to eat, 

making it often the last part of the meal to be eaten.  

Individual loaves of bread varied in size, color, shape, and texture. Bakers would develop 

specific recipes for different members of the community based upon their own preferences and 

needs. These loaves came to be known by names such as king’s loaf, knight’s loaf, squire’s loaf, 

and so on. Loaves of bread were usually designed to make one full portion size for an individual 
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with a normal appetite, even with the crusts removed. In polite society, the man himself was given 

the loaf of bread, and would offer the crusts to the women present. Women would dip their crusts 

into their soups or other foods in order to soften them for eating. 

Bakers in the Middle Ages also developed the first biscuits. Biscuits, in their original form, 

were simply bread baked twice, leaving it crispy, flaky, and easy to preserve. Biscuits remained 

edible for much longer periods of time than loaves of bread, making them ideal for long travels, 

war time, and stored supplies of food for winter months.13 

Mathias and his brother James were probably made citizens through the Worshipful Company 

of Bakers under a master guild indenture. At this time, Records of London’s Livery Companies 

Online website does not include records from the Baker Livery Companies.14  

Freeman in the colonies 

According to Orline Alexander, Mathias first came to Dorchester, Massachusetts in 1631-2,15 

and was made [?] a freeman there, on September 3, 1634.16  

A freeman is a term which originated in 12th-century Europe and was common as an English 

or American Colonial expression in Puritan times. There is claim that in the Bay Colony, a man 

had to be a member of the Church to be a freeman; and in Colonial Plymouth, a man did not need 

to be a member of the Church, but he had to be elected to this privilege by the General Court. 

However, all adult men in the first settlement of Plymouth all held the status of “stockholders” in 

the joint-stock company that financed the colony or “plantation”. They thus shared in the 

ownership of the plantation’s assets, its speculative economic venture, and its liabilities. They 

participated in the economic venture and its colonial government (Langdon 1966:79). The 

colonists also began use of the separate term “freemen” early in the settlement, which indicated a 

citizen of the Colony, who possessed the right to vote for the Governor and Assistants and the right 

 
13 http://www.thefinertimes.com/Middle-Ages/bakers-in-the-middle-ages.html 
14 http://www.londonroll.org/ 
15 Mathias continued to baptize children, St. Nicholas Cole Abbey until 1633, so either this information is wrong 

or he traveled back and forth for some reason. 
16 Orline St. John Alexander, The St. John Genealogy: Descendants of Matthias St. John of Dorchester, 

Massachusetts, 1634, of Windsor, Connecticut, 1640, of Wethersfield, Connecticut, 1643 –45, and Norwalk 

Connecticut, 1650 (New York: Grafton Press, 1907) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colonialism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Puritan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Massachusetts_Bay_Colony
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plymouth_Colony
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to hold office (thus, all stockholders were freemen, but not all freemen would be stockholders). 

Women and servants were not eligible for freeman status.17 Being a freeman carried with it the 

right to vote, and by 1632 only freemen could vote in Plymouth.18 Mathias St. John probably took 

the Freeman’s Oath through the General Court with the following freeman oath attributed to 

Freemen of Dorchester, Massachusetts: 

The Oath of Freeman agreed upon at the General Court, May 14, 1634. 

I, A&B, being by God's providence an inhabitant and freeman within the jurisdiction of this 

common weale, do freely acknowledge myself to be subject to the government thereof, and 

therefore do hereby swear by the great and dreadful name of the ever-living God that I will be true 

and faithful to the same, and will accordingly yield assistance and support  thereunto, with my 

person and estate, as in equity I am bound, and will also truly endeavor to maintain and preserve 

all the privileges and liberties thereunto, submitting myself to the wholesome laws made and 

established by the same. And further, that I will not plot nor practise any evil against it, nor consent 

to any that shall be so done, but will timely discover and reveal the same to lawful authority now 

here established for the speedy preventing thereof. Moreover, I do solemnly bind myself in the 

sight of God that when I shall be called to give my voice touching any such matter of this State, 

wherein Freemen are to deal, I will give my vote and suffrage as I shall in my own conscience 

judge best to produce and tend to the public weale of the body, without respect of persons or 

respect of any man. So help me God in the Lord Jesus Christ.19 

Interestingly, and what seems to be missed by others, is the fact that in the details, whereby the 

oath of the freeman only acknowledges duties of a freeman in the colony and that he was already 

a freeman, just as he was already an inhabitant of the colony. This slight discrepancy caused me 

to turn my attention to Roger Ludlow, the colonial lawmaker, and it was in researching him that I 

found a better understanding of Mathias in comparison to the ‘Puritan Pilgrim’ and separatist types 

others concentrated their opinions since he was first found in Massachusetts.  

 
17 http://www.histarch.illinois.edu/plymouth/ccflaw.html 
18 Stratton, Eugene Aubrey (1986). Plymouth Colony: Its History and People 1620 - 1691. Salt Lake City, UT: 

Ancestry Publishing. pp. 146–147. ISBN 0-916489-18-3. 
19 http://www.winthropsociety.com/doc_freemen.php 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0-916489-18-3
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Roger Ludlow was one of Dorchester’s three stockholders in the Bay Company; as a 

stockholder, he was considered a freeman. He was a landowner there under a grant from the 

General Court, and was also land commissioner, land viewer, and surveyor; he was appointed a 

justice of the peace, with Winthrop and Saltonstall, at the first session of the General Court in 

1630; conducted the negotiations for the first treaty with the Pequot; served as administrator of 

estates; drafted orders and laws to meet emergencies, and held the rank of colonel ex officio. 

The nominal authority, executive, judicial, and legislative, rested in the royal charter; but the 

real power, the right to govern, to conquer, to endure, to create a commonwealth all their own, 

lived only in the colonists themselves. This became clear, when the King created the Court of 

Commissions with plenary powers, in 1634, with Land at the head of it, to take charge of the 

colonies and cancel all letters patent if found expedient, and Massachusetts was ordered to lay its 

charter before the Privy Council, so threatening the subversion of the colonial government and the 

overthrow of all that had been accomplished for human liberty, and the colonists resolved to defend 

themselves by force as well as by diplomacy, Ludlow was made superintendent of the fortifications 

of the Castle Island and he stalled returning the charter. 

The royal charter to the Governor and Company of Massachusetts Bay simply authorized the 

patentees to make laws and ordinances not repugnant to English law, to choose officers, to 

administer oaths of supremacy and allegiance to the freemen, to admit new associates, to transport 

malcontents, to resist invasion and intrusion by force of arms. Nothing was said of religious 

liberties, and no condition of citizenship was prescribed, save the will and vote of those already 

freemen. 

After a bit of drama, and political division resulting in Massachusetts being first an oligarchy, 

and then an aristocracy to the days of the revolution, and which in its hateful enforcement against 

the consciences of men, made democrats of Ludlow, Hooker, Haynes, and others (including 

Mathias) who left her jurisdiction because of its intolerance, and set up the standard of pure 

democracy in the valley of the Connecticut.20  

 
20 Excerpts from Roger Ludlow, the colonial lawmaker by John M. Taylor, 1845-1918. 

https://archive.org/details/rogerludlowcolon01tayl 
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So, it seems that Mathias was already an inhabitant and a freeman when he took his Oath, as a 

member of the Dorchester colony and this oath, permitted him to have citizenship rights, like the 

right to vote and hold office. Orline’s statement should then be corrected to read and be understood 

that, “Mathias, a freeman and inhabitant of Dorchester, was given membership and voting rights 

into the Dorchester colony government on September 3rd, 1634.” In effect to use language his 

father faced in London, he was no longer a stranger in the Dorchester colony. 

Founders of Dorchester, Massachusetts 

Dorchester, Massachusetts was established following the colonists arrival, who sailed on the 

Mary and John, about June 1, 1630. Some claim one such colonist was Roger Ludlowe who they 

contend was a member of the Massachusetts Bay Company but there is no record of his 

subscription; he went out with the West countrymen, sailing from Plymouth, and became 

prominent as an Assistant and Deputy Governor. He was sworn assistant in the room of Samuel 

Sharpe 10 February, 1629/30. 

Dorchester, Norfolk/Suffolk County, Massachusetts (1631-1638) 

In 1631-2, it is alleged Mathias was first recorded in Dorchester, Massachusetts while still 

fathering and baptizing children in London until 1633.21 After he was documented as having 

membership (citizenship) in Dorchester on September 3, 1634, he was no longer found in London 

records.22  

Mathias Sension received a grant of 20 acres in Dorchester, January 14, 1635, “It is ordered 

that the p’tyes here under written shall have great lotts at the bounds betwixt Roxbury and 

Dorchester at the great hill betwixt the sayd bounds and above the marsh as foll. Not to inclose 

medowe.”23 This lot (0.03125 sq miles) is probably located in the 1-mile space between modern 

 
21 Alexander, pg. 3; see baptism records for children; Notes of Orson L. St. John dated 20 Jan 1998: “When in 

Boston for a wedding, we stayed at the St. Botolph Club. Saturday morning, I visited the Mass. Historical 

Genealogical Library to find the passenger list for Mathias (Mathew) H. St. John arriving in Dorchester, MA. 1631-

2 from St. Botolph parish in London. There is a book confirming.” (It should be noted that it was Mathew St. John b. 

1590 that was from St. Botolph; This Mathias b. 1601 was from St. Nicholas Cole Abbey. This records needs to be 

found and confirmed before assigning this date exclusively to Mathias. There is also another Master Mathew 

Sention, probably a cousin of these two men, who could also have been the person found there in 1630-1 and the 

other two men came separately at later times.) 
22 Colonial Records, Volume I. p. 113; MBCR 1:370 
23 Boston City Document No. 9 
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day, Blue Hill Avenue that separates Roxbury from Dorchester and Meeting House Hill (Ronan 

Park today). Dorchester is a historic neighborhood comprising over six square miles (16 km2) in 

Boston, Massachusetts. The town was primarily founded and named by Puritans who emigrated in 

1630 from Dorchester, Dorset, England. They arrived on the ship Mary and John, and others. 

Orline Alexander stated in her 1907 book that Mathias was first recorded in Dorchester as early as 

1631-1632.24 If this record is correctly assigned to this man, Mathias could not have remained in 

the Dorchester colony and instead returned to London. Then, in London, following the baptism of 

Mark in June 1633, Mathias and his family must have left together and arrived in Dorchester before 

September 1634. They probably came by their own merchant ship that allowed Mathias to travel 

back and forth from the Dorchester Colony to London, and elsewhere.25  

 

Map 1 Dorchester 1858 By Walling, H. F. [CC BY-SA 3.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0)], via Wikimedia 

Commons 

Henry Fookes…………………………………………………………….. 20 acres 

Widdow Purchase………………………………………………………… 16 acres 

 
24 I have been unable to find the record related to this 1632 date.  
25 I personally believe the 1630-1 record pertains to Master Mathew Sension the man I allege to be the son of 

Sir William St. John, Knight. In this scenario, Mathias St. John (1601-1669) did not come to America until 1634 and 

Mathew St. John (1590-1671) in 1646. The Master Mathew St. John returned to England via his own means, 

probably as a ship master.   
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Mathias Sension   ……………………………………………………….. 20 acres 

Thomas Thornton………………………………………………………… 16 acres 

Thomas Samfford ……………………………………………………… 16 acres 

Henery Wright …………………………………………………………. 20 acres 

William Hannam ……………………………………………………… 16 acres 

Barnard Gapin and his sonne ………………………………………….. 30 acres 

Thomas Swift ………………………………………………………….. 20 acres 

Robert Deeble and his sonne …………………………………………….. 30 acres 

William Sommer ………………………………………………………… 20 acres 

Roger Clap ……………………………………………………………... 16 acres 

Aron Cooke ……………………………………………………………. 16 acres 

John Pope ……………………………………………………………… 20 acres 

Mr. Pinny ……………………………………………………………… 20 acres 

Mr. Demicke ………………………………………………………… 20 acres 

John Eales ……………………………………………………………… 20 acres 

George Proctor ………………………………………………………… 20 acres 

Richard Wade …………………………………………………………. 20 acres 

Robert Winchill ……………………………………………………….. 16 acres 

January 16, 1636/7, "It is ordered that Mathias Sension and Thomas Sampford shall keepe the 

cowes this yeere to begin the 17th day of Aprill [1637] and to continue the keepeing of them till 

the 15th of November [1637] to have for their pay in keepeing 5 shills the head for as many as are 

brought in; the sayd five shill p' head to be pay’d 1/3 in hand 1/3 at halfe the tyme the other at the 

end of the tyme."26  

 
26 Dorchester Town Records, City Document No. 9, p. 22 
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In 1638, Mathias had sold his house and on April 23, 1638 it was ordered “that Mr. Withington 

shall have adjoining to his house that was Mr. Sensions the swamp above and the swamp beneath 

the house for which he p’omiseth to leave out the springs for watering Cattle the Wynter type and 

to leave the Water with out side."27 

And on October 31, 1639, it was ordered that, “Mr Joanes and Wm. Sommer shall lay out 4 

akers of marsh at the neck for Mr Aderton which was Jo: Kingsley’s and 3 akers for Mr. 

Withington which was Mathias Sensions."28 As late as 1674 this property was referred to as that 

which was Mr. Sension’s. On October 14, 1674, “The same day at the motion of Nathaniell Clap, 

and in referrance to the Voate of the towne the 7” of this instint in order to the Exchange of land 

that lys wheer Mr Sensions house stood, the Select men doe apoint Richard Withington and Daniell 

preston to Vew the house and land and the land that he will give in exchange, and as they doe 

Judge meete soe it shal be determined.”29 Again on October 14, 1674, “The same day Richard 

Withington and Daniel preston being ordered the 14 10” 74 to Vew the house and land which was 

Mr Sensions to Change it for land at neck of land they make returne that they Judge mectc that 

when the house and land fall to the towne then he shall give one acre of land for it Joyning to the 

Church land at the Neck to which the Select men doe agree that it shal be as they have p’posed.”30 

Windsor, Hartford, County Connecticut (1638-1649) 

Mathias St. John sold his house in Dorchester no later than April 23, 1638 and moved to 

Windsor, Connecticut. 31  His son “Thomas Senchons” died May 16, 1639 in Windsor.32 It is said 

that Mathias owned one of the home lots in Backer Row, 27 rods South of North Sandy Hill Road, 

14 rods wide; afterwards found in the possession of his youngest brother, Nicholas.33 This property 

found in possession of Nicholas St. John was actually off Pigeon Hill Road on what they named 

Silver Street located next to Mary (Merwin) (Tinker) Collins, Mathias’ mother-in-law. It was 

interesting to realize that the street Mathias built his first house upon was named after the street 

 
27 Dorchester Town Records, p. 33 
28 Dorchester Town Records, p. 41 
29 Dorchester Town Records, p. 205 
30 Dorchester Town Records, p. 206 
31 Dorchester Town Records, p. 33 
32 Mathew Grant, p. 77 
33 Stiles, Windsor, i. 166, 155; Alexander, p. 3 
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where his family in London resided. According to the maps, it was this same property in possession 

of both Mathias and Nicholas that was sold to Richard Weller. Mathias then owned another lot 

South of North Sandy Hill Road situated two lots south of Giles Gibb’s lot.  

 

Map 2 Excerpt of ‘Plan of Windsor 1640-1654’ courtesy of the Windsor Historical Society (Mathias St. John added) 

 

Map 3 Excerpt of ‘Map of Windsor 1633-1650’ courtesy of the Windsor Historical Society 

Mathias also had 24 rods of land in East Windsor, east three miles, bounded North by Joshua 

Carter and South by John Stiles. In Matthew Grant's Old Church Records, among those who, 

"Being gone yet had children born here," i.e. in Windsor, appears, ‘Mathias Senchon’ with three 
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children.34 James, Mathias’ youngest son was born about 1649, presumably in Windsor, so it seems 

unlikely that Mathias removed to Wethersfield until after James was born in 1649. 

Wethersfield, Hartford, County Connecticut (1649 – 1655) 

Mathias St. John, if he lived in Wethersfield for any length of time, could only have lived there 

from 1649, after his son James was born in Windsor, and 1655 when he appears as owning lot 3 

in the Norwalk ‘ESTATE OF LANDS AND ACCOMODATIONS’ list.  

According to the will of Isaac Grosse of Boston, “Sentyon the baker” of Wethersfield owed an 

unspecified amount to his estate when his inventory was taken in 1649.35 Isaac Gross was a brewer 

from Suffolk, England but was recorded as a husbandman April 17, 1636.36  

In February, 1658, Thomas Wickham, of Wethersfield, recorded a house and “garden plot," 

which he had bought of Mathias Sension, late of Wethersfield. Thomas Wickham recorded to his 

son, Thomas, the house he had bought of Mathias Sension, bounded N. & E. by High St. Common, 

South by Thos Curtis' Homestead, W. by Thos. Tracy. Thomas Wickham and his wife, Sarah, in 

1673, gave the Mathias Sension house, warehouse and “cellar “to their eldest son, Thomas.37 

Mathias Sension was a Juryman38 in Particular Court, at Hartford, Conn., on March 28, 1650; 

a juror before Edward Hopkins39, Esq., Gov., Magistrate, May 7, 1650-51. On October 21, 1651, 

he was before a Particular Court at Hartford, apparently owing 14s. 7d.. As a juror, in May, 1653, 

he made oath at this Court that John Barnes, dee'd, owed him, at his death, £1. Again on June 1st, 

1654, Mathias Sension of Wethersfield" was before a Particular Court at Hartford because he “had 

sold syder to Indians by which they was Drunke." He was before a Grand Jury, Nov. 13, 1654, and 

was a Juror, December, 1654. Mathias Sension had a suit in Particular Court, at Hartford, June 7, 

1655: "Richard Fellowes Plaintif, Mathias Sension Def." in action for debt, with damage of £18. 

 
34 Stiles, Hist. Ancient Windsor, i. 166, 479, 545, 883 
35 http://the-red-thread.net/genealogy/Sension-St.John.html 
36 http://gsmall.us/Family/Small/getperson.php?personID=I02105&tree=Small 
37 History of Wethersfield, Conn., by Henry R. Stiles, M. D., vol. i. pp. 31, 296, 312 
38 In Massachusetts, juries and, hence, local communities had final power to determine the law. See WILLIAM 

E. NELSON, AMERICANIZATION OF THE COMMON LAW: THE IMPACT OF LEGAL CHANGE ON 

MASSACHUSETTS SOCIETY, 1760–1830, at 20–35 (1975) [hereinafter NELSON, AMERICANIZATION]. 
39 See that Mathias St. John witnessed the will of Edmund Bennett where Thomas Hopkins is also listed as an 

overseer at St. Nicholas Cole Abbey. 
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Also, Mathias Sension Pltf., Stephen Beckwith Dft., in act. of defamation, damage £10. And at 

Quarter Court, Hartford, First Thursday in Mar. 1655-6, he was brought into the Court, “Owing 

the Estate of Wm. Cross. £3. 19. 4.40  

More about Roger Ludlow and Norwalk 

Roger Ludlow and Capt. Patrick purchased the land from the Indians in order to establish 

additional colonial settlements.  By reviewing the history of Roger Ludlow and his pattern through 

the settlements in Colonial America between 1630 to 1650 we can see the same pattern holds 

roughly true for Mathias.  Roger Ludlow was elected in 1630 as an assistant of the Massachusetts 

Bay Company and in the same year on 20 Mar 1630 he and his family sailed to America. He was 

one of the founders of Dorchester, Mass., and served in 1634 as deputy governor of 

Massachusetts. In 1635 Roger Ludlow with others sought to establish a society that could self-

govern in agreement with English traditions. The Massachusetts General Court granted them 

permission to settle the cities of Windsor, Wethersfield, and Hartford in the area now known as 

 
40 Norwalk Records, vol. ii. pp. 8, 28, 41, 53, 57, 62, 67,84,90 

John Ludlow II

m. Phillipa Bulstrode

William Ludlow

m. Jane Moore

George Ludlow m. Edith 
Windsor

Thomas Ludlow

m. Jane Pyle

Roger Ludlow

"Ludlow Code"

Edmund Ludlow

m. Margaret (Manning) 
widow of Thomas Howard

Henry Ludlow

m. Elizabeth Phelps

Edmund Ludlow

leuan ap Wm. Harpway

m. Catherine Thomas

Thomas  ab leuan

m. Mary Carne

Thomas Thomas

m. __________

Edmund Thomas

m. Frances Catchmay

William Thomas

m. Jane Stradling

Elizabeth Thomas

William Thomas

m. Elizabeth  Hurlhurst

Elizabeth Thomas

Oliver St. John

m. Joan Raglan

William St. John m. Jane 
Matthew

Christopher St. John m. 
Elizabeth Bawdrep

Oliver St. John
Thomas St. John m. Jane 

Matthew

Matthew St. John

m. Sarah (Hoyt?)

Christopher St. John

m. Joane Young

Mathias St. John

m. Mary Tinker

Anne St. John

m. Charles Howard Knight

Pedigree:  1 Mathias St. John relationship to Roger Ludlow (through Thomas family) 
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Connecticut.41 Roger Ludlow was a lawyer and was interested in the colonists self-governing.  In 

1646 Ludlow was asked by the Connecticut General Court to draft a comprehensive set of laws 

"grounded in precedent and authority and fitted to the necessities of the new civilization." The 

result was "The Code of Laws of 1650", or Ludlow Code.   As such it is no surprise to find that he 

had rules for how Norwalk was to be established.  The conditions stated first, they had to colonize 

Norwalk with at least 30 families (it isn’t clear if it is the number or who those specific families 

represent that was the important factor; as if he already had 30 families in mind).  Second, all thirty 

had to be approved, again suggesting he may have already had in mind whom he wanted in the 

new settlement.  Third, the established church and its minister had to be Orthodox, or teach what 

has been traditionally accepted while maintaining membership in and allegiance to the Church of 

England.  Clearly, this was the makings of a closed English community set on proper reform with 

a serious desire to keep out the separatist way of life infiltrating the colonies in great numbers; 

while including only those fit for the “English” settlement they wanted established, where he 

believed they would be capable of self-governing.   

What is interesting is Ludlow granted two homesteads to his two sons and the Orthodox 

minister that was approved and settled upon was his son-in-law; approval, then being chiefly 

selected with regard to his social and personal expectations for this settlement.  Even though 

Ludlow was responsible for the settlement, he himself did not intend to live in it and he ultimately 

tired of the colonial life.  After a brief sojourn in Virginia, Ludlow returned to Europe, where he 

was appointed by a commission distributing seized and forfeited property in the aftermath 

of Oliver Cromwell's conquest of Ireland. He was also appointed a magistrate administering justice 

in Dublin, where he is believed to have died. Clearly, when studying his movements from town to 

town, he was only pioneering and guiding the establishment of new settlements as a representative 

of England and wanted to select those responsible for its success in Norwalk. Now while 

coincidences seem to be in high number during the course of this research, it seems highly unlikely 

that Ludlow stopped with his own family when approving the settlers of Norwalk.  It seems most 

likely that he would entrust this new adventure to persons he knew, worked well with, trusted or 

who came from appropriate English social class (or his clan family) with similar ideas and even a 

 
41 These are all the towns where Mathias Sension resided or participated in court dealings. 
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similar understanding of what efforts were successful in the previous establishments, this takes us 

back to the first successful English colony, Jamestown and its founders including Sir William St. 

John, knight and the Popham colony founded by Master Thomas St. John, and others, of the 

Virginia Company (subdivided into The Virginia Company of London and the Plymouth Company 

of London). 

The Virginia Company & English Royal Navy verses Norwalk Colony 

Now while I have not completed genealogical or biographical work on all these individuals, I 

do find it interesting that many of the settlers of Norwalk share surnames with either members of 

the Virginia Company or the English Royal Navy, knowing there was a condition that the settlers 

of Norwalk had to be ‘approved’ to live in Norwalk.  In many cases it was the younger generation 

of wealthy Gentry families that went to Colonial America to manage these estates; this seems to 

be by ‘hereditary right’ design, rather than mere coincidence that we see this naming pattern 

emerge: 

 

Norwalk Virginia Company / Royal Navy 

• Rev. Thomas Hanford • John Hanford 

• Edward Church • Thomas Church 

• Widdow Webb 

• Richard Webb 

• Edward, George, Rice, Saund, and Thomas Webb 

• Samuel Hales 

• Thomas Hales 

• Richard and William Hall 

• Matthias Sr, Matthias Jr. Mathew St. John • Sir William St. John, Knight d. 1641, Burgess of 
Portsmouth in 1614; Master Thomas St. John of 
the Plymouth Company of London and the 
Popham colony 

• Matthew Marvin (Marvyn) • Sir Henry Mervyn, Knight (Marvyn/Merwyn), 
(shipmate with William St. John) Burgess of 
Portsmouth in 1618 

• John Bouton • Sir Thomas Button, Knight (cousin of William St. 
John) 

• John Button, Burgess of Portsmouth in 1637 

 

Norwalk, Fairfield County, Connecticut (1655-1669) 

No later than 1655, Mathias and his family had removed to Norwalk, with others, to 

create/expand a new colony for England. The Reverend Charles M. Selleck wrote, “as the head of 
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a great house, the name of Mathias Sension or St. John, is laurel-crowned42, in Norwalk, 

Connecticut”. He was originally recorded as having Home lot 3, which he deeded to his son 

Mathias Jr. and it later went to Mark, but he later bought Home lot 22. Home lot 22, in Norwalk 

was the original lot belonging to Hon. John Steele. Mathias St. John purchased it in 1661. When 

he arrived in Norwalk, his cottage-site, was a wilderness. “He selected for his home, the highest 

point on the “Towne Street”, and looking through “clearings” caught, from his south-facing door, 

glimpses of the distantly shimmering Sound.” The site of the original St. John hearthstone is to-

day (then 1897) covered by the north dooryard and adjoining short east and west roadway of the 

East Avenue Chichester property. On this spot, Mathias spent his Norwalk lifetime, and with his 

aging eyes beheld the gradual growth of the Ludlow plant.43 The ‘Ludlow plant’ was the 

replantation of Ludlow’s colony from Massachusetts to Connecticut.  

Roger Ludlow, the Norwalk purchaser and Mathias St. John, the Norwalk pioneer, with other 

“persons of figure” appear to have been founders of Dorchester, Mass. Ludlow, dissatisfied with 

the elevation, in 1636, of John Haynes to the Governorship of Massachusetts, determined to quit 

the colony and emigrate to Connecticut. Ludlow alleged that the deputies of some towns had made 

private agreements that concerned the vote before it occurred. Ludlow was not even elected as an 

assistant. Also, in 1635, a significant religious division began to grow in the Massachusetts colony. 

It was these political and religious tensions that caused Mathias to leave Dorchester with Roger 

Ludlow. With a number of his Dorchester neighbors, including, “nearly one-half the population of 

Dorchester”, and a large proportion of its intelligence and wealth, made its way to Windsor, 

Connecticut. Ludlow came afterward to Fairfield and St. John to Norwalk after “Mr. Ludlow made 

a purchase of the eastern part of Norwalk,” “Capt. Patrick bought the middle part of town,” and 

that “A few families seem to have planted themselves in the town about the time of these 

purchases.”44 By 1651, “Though the eastern and middle parts of Norwalk had been purchased more 

than ten years [1640-1651], yet there had been only a few scattering inhabitants within its limits.”45 

On the 15th of February, 1651, the planters were here, as appears from the deed from Runkinheage.  

 
42 Laurel means to crown with a wreath made of Laurel leaves, or to honor someone 
43 Norwalk by the Rev. Charles M. Selleck, 1897. p. 324-328 
44 Trumbull, History of Connecticut, vol. I, p. 115 
45 Trumbull, History of Connecticut, vol. I, p. 202 
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Some of them, at least, were probably here the year before.  There is a tradition that several of 

them spent the winter here. 

 

Figure 1 Norwalk circa 1640; orange represents Mr. Ludlows land; pink represents Capt. Patrick's land 

The town records of proceedings begin in 1653. The first book of grants and deeds is thought 

to be complete but it was evidently not begun until some 20 years after the first settlement. The 

early church records are irrecoverably lost. They had been in possession of Dr. Burnet until his 

death in 1806. They were left in a basket in the old parsonage, and were gnawed and eaten through 

and through by rats and quite destroyed. These were at one time three large folio volumes kept by 

one of the three ministers, Mr. Hanford, Mr. Buckingham and Mr. Dickinson. This unfortunate 

situation has caused us to piece together as best we can the information about the settlers and their 

descendants with the understanding that we are more likely to be in error where documentation 

gaps exist. 

THE ESTATE OF LANDS AND ACCOMODATIONS 

In the hands of as followeth [in 1655] 

 Lot £ s.  Lot £ s. 

Mstr. Hanford 8 300 00 Matt. Marvin, jr., 31 139 10 
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Nath. Eli, 13 293 00 Thos. Hales, 17 118 00 

Math. Campfield 19 283 10 Walter Haite, 29 Obliterated 

Nathl. Richards 14 282 00 Dan. Kellogge, 32 Obliterated 

Rich. Web, 9 255 10 Nath. Haies, 2 

21? 

Obliterated 

Isacke More, 16 252 00 Jonath. Marsh, 20 Obliterated 

Math. Marvin, sen. 10 279 00 Ralph Keeiler, 7 Obliterated 

Sam. Hales, 17? 250 00 John Bowton, 28 Obliterated 

Tho. Fitch, 5? 

12 

314 00 Richd. Homes, 4 Obliterated 

Richd. Olmsted 15 219 10 Mathew Sention, 25 Obliterated 

Mathias Sention, sen., 3 

22 

189 00 Steph. Beckwith, 24 Obliterated 

John Griggorie, 1 188 10 Thos. Seamer, 11 Obliterated 

Robt. Beacham, ? 173 00 Thos. Lupton, 27 Obliterated 

John Ruskoe, 6 150 00 Wid. Morgan, ? Obliterated 

Math. Sention, jr., 3 

18 

150 00 To dispose of,  200 00 

Ralph Keeiler, 18 150 00 Summ total is  5475 00 

Geo. Abbitt, 26 75 00  
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Figure 2 recreated map of Norwalk showing Mathew St. John next to Walter Hoyt and Mathias St. John, Sen further 

north on the right. The purple represent male St. John properties; the pink represents Mercy St. John and Ephraim 

Lockwood’s property.46 

Mathias St. John’s estate was tabulated as early as 1655 when he held Lot 3, and in 1661 he 

bought the home-lot of “Mr. Steele of Farmington” (Lot 22). Granting that the St. Johns had fully 

Norwalk arrived no later than 1655, the youngest member of the family, James would have been 

six years of age (b. 1648). Notice by giving or granting land to his chidren, including his youngest 

son, James, he was using legal tools to continue to practice his Cambro-Norman (Welsh-Norman) 

custom of gavelkind. The children, none of whom were born in Norwalk, were: 

1. Mathias St. John, Jr. 

2. Thomas St. John 

3. Mark St. John 

4. Samuel St. John (per the “Children of the Town” list of 1672, Samuel Sension had 2 

children) 

 
46 This map was created using © Google earth. 
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5. Mercy St. John 

6. James St. John 

Under "Eare Marks," we find the following: Matthias Sention, " Slippe cut oft of the inside of 

the neer and a slitt right downe oft the oft care." May 30, 1655.47 

In 1671 The Estates of Land & Accommodations of ye town of Norwalk, the sons of Mathias 

St. John (1601-1669), Mathias Jr., Mark, Samuel and James, are recorded: (Note, this list was 

probably created before the town vote granting Mathias b. 1635 his father’s land next to his uncle 

Hoyt was completed and after his father, Mathew St. John 1590-1671, had died). 

 

 
47 Orline Alexander sourced this as (T. P., 9). This probably means Town Papers, 9. 
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• Townsmen: Sention, Mathias, Sr., 15 Feb 1660-1 

• From Ancient Historical Records of Norwalk comp. by Edwin Hall: "Ephraim 

Lockwoode tooke to wiffe Mercie Sention, daughter of Mathias Sention, sen. of 

Norwalke, the 8th of June, 1665" 

• From Will of Mathias Sension Senr of Norwalk: …to be vallued and then all divided 

into five parts my sonn Mathias to have two part: and my sonn Marke to have one part; 

and my sonn Samuell Sention to have Ephraim the other two parts. 

 

In Norwalk, the original land value of his property was probably worth $339.00 had he kept it 

all until 1655. Instead, “Matthias Sention, Sen.” deeded $150.00 worth of this land to “Matthias 
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Sention, Jr.”  This left his remaining property valued at $189.00 in 1655. Then, “Mathias Sention, 

Sen.”, bought of Mr. Steeile, of Farmington, who married the widow of Richard Seamer 

(Seymour), 4 acres. Then he was "Granted, in addition 1, April 6, 1661, 5 acres, bounded east by 

Common land, west by Town's Highway, north by Samuel Hale's home-lot, now Robert Stewart's, 

south by Matthew Camfield's home lot." 

Hall states that in the "Table of Estates of lands and accommodations in 1655,” appear the 

names of Mathias  Sension, Sen., Mathias Sension, Jr., and Matthew Sension.48 Orline Alexander 

suggested that Matthew Sension was really Mark but Mark was listed under “Additional Settlers”. 

Instead, we should now recognize Matthew Sension as the uncle of Matthias Sension. 

 

 
48 Ancient Historical Records of Norwalk, Connecticut with a plan of the ancient settlement; and of the town in 

1847 compiled by Edwin Hall, published 1865, p. 17 

https://openlibrary.org/books/OL23650488M/The_ancient_historical_records_of_Norwalk_Conn. 
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On March 5, 1657, Matthias Sention, Mark Sention, with Isacke More and Ed. Nash, undertook 

to make and provide a good and sufficient wolfepitt upon the other side, in some convenient 

place.49 Mathias Sention's "eare mark, a croppe upon the neere Eare and a slitt cross cutt in the 

same," was recorded November 20, 1655. In a list of Freemen at Norwalk, taken Oct. 11, 1669, 

appear the names of Math. Sention, Senr., Math. Sention, Jr., Marke Sention, and Samll. Sention.50   

The Norwalk, Conn., Records show that Mathias Sention and his descendants were chosen as 

" TOWNSMEN51, to act and agitate all such affairs and occasions as the orders of the courte 

authoriseth and that for the Yere ensuinge," as follows: Sention, Mathias Sr., Feb. 15, 1660; 

Sention, Mark, Feb. 18, 1678; Feb. 18, 1680; St. John, Joseph, Feb. 21, 1700; Dec. 18, 1707; Dec. 

14, 1711; Dec. 9, 1715; Dec. 3, 1722; Dec. 12, 1738; St. John, James, Dec. 12, 1722; Dec. 7, 1725; 

St. John, Daniel, Jr., Dec. 14, 1737; St. John, Daniel, Dec. 14, 1741; Dec. 7, 1744; St. John, Joseph, 

Dec. 16, 1742; St. John, Joseph (Capt.), Dec. 9, 1751 ; Dec. 21, 1752; Dec. 19, 1753; St. John, 

Moses, Dec. 21, 1752-1754, 1756, 1757, 1759, 1761, 1762, 1764, 1765, 1766, 1767, 1770; St. 

John, Daniel (Capt.), 1754, 1755, 1758, 1760; St. John, Stephen (Capt.), 1763, 1764, 1767; St. 

John, Stephen (2), 1765, 1766, 1771, 1773, 1805, 1806; Capt. St. John, 1770; Major St. John, 1775, 

1776, 1777; St. John, Hooker, 1779, 1780, 1781; St. John, Hooker (Col.), 1778, 1779, 1782; St. 

John, Samuel, 1834, 1835, 1837, 1838, 1839, 1841, 1842; St. John, George, 1835, 1836, 1837; St. 

John, David, 1782, 1783, 1784, 1786, 1787, 1788, 1789; St. John, David (Lieut.), 1785.  

The Marriage and Children of Mathias St. John 

Mathias married MARY TINKER I1, the daughter of Robert Tinker and Marie Morwin,52 

“Mathias T[S]ension and Marie Tinker” at St. John the Baptist parish in New Windsor, Berkshire 

on November 1, 1627.53  

 
49 Hall's History of Norwalk, Conn., pp. 17, 23, 47 
50 Col. Rec. Conn., ii. 522 
51 Positions like this were granted to lower-class aristocrats of England who were the upper class in Colonial 

America. The birthright descendancy is an extension of the feudal system brought to Colonial America from 

England’s feudal lords who expanded their fiefdoms to the colonies. 
52 a phonetic variation of Mervyn, Mervin, Marvin and Merwin 
53 Berkshire Marriages Second Edition © 2011-2012 Trustees of Berkshire Family History Society Registered 

Charity Number 283010, pg. 441; note the transcription contained a type-o where the S in English handwriting was 

incorrectly transcribed as a T. 
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Record 2 A line excerpt from Berkshire Marriage Second Edition from Berkshire Historical Society 

Mary Tinker was born August 6, 1606, St. John the Baptist, New Windsor Berkshire, England 

and likely died sometime after 1670 and before 1689. They had six children: 

I. MATHIAS ST. JOHN,  OSA0002 Mathias, Christopher, Thomas, Christopher, William, Oliver, William, Alexander, John 

II, John I, Oliver, Alexander, John I, Roger, John, Roger, Thomas, John, Ralph, Wimund II, Wimund I, Ansfrid II was baptized 

November 30, 1628, St. John the Baptist, New Windsor, Berkshire, England.54 He died in 

December, 1728-9, Norwalk, Fairfield, Connecticut. He married Elizabeth St. John, his 1st 

cousin once removed.55 

II. THOMAS ST. JOHN, I104783141  Mathias, Christopher, Thomas, Christopher, William, Oliver, William, Alexander, John 

II, John I, Oliver, Alexander, John I, Roger, John, Roger, Thomas, John, Ralph, Wimund II, Wimund I, Ansfrid II “Thomas the 

sonne of Mathias Sension chaundler was baptized the 24th of October 1631” was baptized 

October 24, 1631, St. Nicholas Cole Abbey, London, England.56 He was the Thomas Senchon 

that died and was buried May 16, 1639, in Windsor, Connecticut.57 

 

Record 3 Baptism: Thomas [Sension] sonne of Mathias Sension chaundler 

 
54 Baptism parish register of St. John the Baptist, New Windsor, Berkshire, England transcribed by the 

Berkshire Historical Society. Douglas Richardson, "The English Ancestry of the Merwin and Tinker Families of 

New England," NEH&GS Register, Vol. CXIX, October 1995, page 411. 
55 St. John, Archie. “Lineage & Biography of St. John Family”. Self-published, 1946. Archie St. John states 

Mathias St. John II married Elizabeth St. John, a first cousin. See previous generation: Mathew St. John 1590-1671 

(a shoemaker) and his wife Sarah (Hoyt) had two daughters Elizabeth and Sarah. Elizabeth St. John married Mathias 

St. John II and Sarah St. John married John Gregory (a shoemaker).  The claims Mathias II married Elizabeth Seeley 

are fictional. According to the Seeley genealogy, there is no record of an Elizabeth Seeley married into the St. John 

family and they have no idea how this claim originated. The term Selle as in Sell one cow came from Mathias St. 

John I’s 1669 Will in which he instructed a cow be sold and the money sent to his mother (in London). At one time, 

Mathias II was thought to be Mathias I and thus this mistake materialized.  
56 London Metropolitan Archives, St Nicholas Cole Abbey, Composite register: baptisms 1538/9 - 1650, 

marriages 1584 - 1650/1, burials 1538 - 1647, P69/NIC2/A/001/MS05685. 
57 Matthew Grant’s Old Church Record. Barbour, Lucius Barnes Genealogical Collection, no. 68, RG 74:36, no. 

68. Typescript of a transcript prepared by Albert C. Bates. Includes an every-name index. 
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III. MARK ST. JOHN, OSA0003 Mathias, Christopher, Thomas, Christopher, William, Oliver, William, Alexander, John II, 

John I, Oliver, Alexander, John I, Roger, John, Roger, Thomas, John, Ralph, Wimund II, Wimund I, Ansfrid II “Marke the 

sonne of Mathias Sension chandler and of Mary his wife was baptized June the 10th, 1633”58 

was baptized June 10, 1633, St. Nicholas Cole Abbey parish in London, England. He died 

August 12, 1693. He married (1) before 1655-6, Elizabeth Stanley. She was born about 1635. 

He married (2) in January, 1690, Dorothy Smith, who died in 1706.  

 

Record 4 Baptism: Marke [Sension] the sonne of Mathias Sension chandler and of Mary his wife was baptized 

IV. SAMUEL ST. JOHN, OSA0004 Mathias, Christopher, Thomas, Christopher, William, Oliver, William, Alexander, John 

II, John I, Oliver, Alexander, John I, Roger, John, Roger, Thomas, John, Ralph, Wimund II, Wimund I, Ansfrid II was born 

about 1637-1640. He died January 14, 1685. He married in September 1663, Elizabeth Hoite, 

who died in 1686.  

V. MERCY ST. JOHN, OSA0005 Mathias, Christopher, Thomas, Christopher, William, Oliver, William, Alexander, John II, 

John I, Oliver, Alexander, John I, Roger, John, Roger, Thomas, John, Ralph, Wimund II, Wimund I, Ansfrid II was probably 

born about 1645 in Windsor, Connecticut. She was married on June 8, 1665 to Ephraim 

Lockwood, who was born in Watertown, Massachusetts on December 1, 1641. He was the son 

of Robert and Susannah Lockwood.59 

VI. JAMES ST. JOHN, OSA0006 Mathias, Christopher, Thomas, Christopher, William, Oliver, William, Alexander, John II, 

John I, Oliver, Alexander, John I, Roger, John, Roger, Thomas, John, Ralph, Wimund II, Wimund I, Ansfrid II was born in 

Windsor, Connecticut in 1649; He died “d. s. p.” on May 9, 1684;60 His will was dated May 9, 

 
58 London Metropolitan Archives, St Nicholas Cole Abbey, Composite register: baptisms 1538/9 - 1650, 

marriages 1584 - 1650/1, burials 1538 - 1647, P69/NIC2/A/001/MS05685. 
59 Edmond Lockwood's will, Jan. 31, 1693, names four children. Daniel, " Edman," Mary, and Abigail (Fairfield 

Prob Rec, vol. 1689-1701, 1795). In the distribution of Edman's Estate, 1706-7, the following persons are named, 

Joseph, Daniel, Mary Garnsey, Abigail, and Sarah (Stamford Rec., vol. A, 436). Joseph Garnsey and Abigail 

Lockwood of Stamford sold to Edman Lockwood, " Land of our Father's Estate, namely Edman Lockwood," Jan. 

30, 1706 (S. L. Rec., vol. A, 436). The will of Edmond Lockwood (jr), 1739-40, mentions three sisters, Mary 

Garnsey, Abigail Clark, Sarah Lounsbury (S. Prob. Rec, vol. i. 315).  
60 Died without issue. Could mean no children or no children who reached age 21. 
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1684; He married on December 31, 1673 to Rebecca Pickett, born June 30, 1650. She was the 

daughter of John and Margaret Pickett, of Stratford, Connecticut.61 Her distribution of Edman's 

Estate, 1706-7, the following persons are named, Joseph, Daniel, Mary Garnsey, Abigail, and 

Sarah.62 Joseph Garnsey and Abigail Lockwood of Stamford sold to Edman Lockwood, “Land 

of our Father's Estate, namely Edman Lockwood," Jan. 30, 1706.63 The will of Edmond 

Lockwood (Jr), 1739-40, mentions three sisters, Mary Garnsey, Abigail Clark, Sarah 

Lounsbury.64  

 
61 (Patterson says, dau. of second wife? 
62 (Stamford Rec., vol. A, 436 
63 S. L. Rec., vol. A, 436 
64 S. Prob. Rec, vol. i. 315 
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Probate for James St. John:

 

Record 5 Probate for James St. John OSA0006 (page 1) 
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Record 6 Probate for James St. John OSA0006 (page 2) 
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Record 7 Probate for James St. John OSA0006 (page 3) 

 

Record 8 Probate for James St. John OSA0006 (page 4) 
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Record 9 Probate for James St. John OSA0006 (page 5) 
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Record 10 Probate for James St. John OSA0006 (page 6) 

 

Record 11 Probate for James St. John OSA0006 (page 7) 

 

The family of Mervyn, Morwin, and Merwin 

Morwin, Merwin, Mervin, Marvin and Mervyn are believed to be phonetic variations for the 

same family similar to the numerous variations of St. John.  
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Pedigree:  2 Diagram showing Merwin/Mervyn, Tinker & St. John Relationships65 

The Death and Burial of Mathias  St. John 

Mathias Will was dated Oct. 19, 1669, and he died in Norwalk, Fairfield, Connecticut in 

October or November of the same year. He mentions his wife in his Will without giving her name; 

wills to his Mother “Selle66 one cow and one ewe," and “unto my dearly beloved brother and sister 

Hoit, Twenty shillings apiece as a token of my love.”  Either he or his uncle Mathew St. John b. 

1590 (or even their cousin Master Mathew St. John) was buried December 15, 1669, St. Leonard, 

Shoreditch, Middlesex, England. It seems both Mathias and his uncle Mathew died in 1669-71 but 

only one had a will. The Will of Mathias St. John, Sr., from the Fairfield Probate Records, vol. 

1665-75, p. 47, is as follows:  

 
65 Research Opportunity: This tree was created with the help from information on Ancestry.com and public trees 

and publications on the descendants of John Marvin & Joan Hungerford. Independent verification is recommended. 

Merwin is a phonetic variation as outlined in: Fasciculus Mervinensis, notes historical, genealogical, and heraldic of 

the family of Mervyn by Sir William Richard Drake  - January 1, 1873 
66 People have used ‘mother selle’ to create a fictional wife for Mathias St. John, Jr. b. 1628 named Elizabeth 

Seeley. Selle is phonetic for sell as in “sell one cow and one ewe” [and give the money to his mother in England]. The 

Elizabeth Seeley claims are completely fictitious and do not belong in the St. John family history. 

John Marvin m. 
Joan Hungerford

Walter Mervyn m. 
Eliz. Mompesson

Sir Edmund 
Mervyn

m. 1 Elizabeth 
Pakenham

Henry Mervyn m. 
Edith Windsor

Edmund Mervyn 
m. Anna Jephson

Sir Henry Mervyn 
Admiral of Royal 

Navy

Admiral with Sir William St. John 
(great uncle to Mathias St. John) in  

Royal Navy

m 2. Eleanor 
Welles

Nicholas Mervyn

John Mervyn m. 
Isabel Bartlett

"Thomas Meryn" 
m. Mary M. Smith

"Marie Morwin" 
m. Robert Tinker

Mary Tinker m. Mathias  St. John 
- Colonial American Immigrants

"Anthony Murwen" 

d. 4 Apr 1634
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The Last will and testament of Mathias Sension Senr of Norwocke made this 19th of October 

1669: Revoking all former will:  

I being at this present in perfect understanding and memorie but weak in body expecting my 

change suddenly in hope of a Joyfull Resurection at the Last day: thorowe the vertu of the 

resurection of my alone Saveour & blessed Redemer: The estate the lord of his bounty hath given 

me and blessed me withall: I doe by these presents will and bequeath: my Just Debts to be 

faythfully discharged: my body decently Interred — It[em]. I will and bequeath unto my yongest 

sonn James Sention my now dwelling house and houses belonging to the same with the orchyard 

yards homelot with alsoe the half part of all my upland and meadowe belonging to my 

acomodations in Norwocke excepting that upper parcell of meadowe lying upon Sagatuck River ; 

my sonn James paying faythfully and carefully the sum of five pounds yearly unto my beloved 

wife his mother and that in such current pay as may best sute for her supply my sonn James to 

enter upon his said houses and lands in or upon the last of March next ensuing. It[em]. I will and 

bequeath unto my beloved wife: as the five pounds yearly to be payd by my sonn James unto my 

sayd wife during her natural life: soe alsoe I will and bequeath unto my sayd wife the other half 

part of my accomodations of Upland and meadowe during her life and at her decease I will and 

bequeath then the same unto my sonn James he paying the sum of Ten pounds unto my overseers. 

It[em]. I will and bequeath unto my sonn James the half of my household goods and alsoe two 

working oxen two cowes one horse Twelve sheep: And to be set out and apointed unto him 

between the date hearof and the last of next of March: My son James continuing and faythfully 

attending the threshing of the corn and wintering the cattell, the said goods and cattell to be set out 

by my overseers. It[em]. I will and bequeath unto my marther [mother,] selle [sell] one cowe 

[cow] and one ewe [and the proceeds are] to be delivered and payd [to] her [in London?] 

between the date hearof and the last of March next — It[em]. I will and bequeath unto my sonn 

Samuel Sention and Epraim Lockwood that parcell of meadowe upon Sagatock River called the 

upper parcell they to enter upon the same Imediatly after my Decease. It. I will and bequeath unto 

my beloved wife the other half part of my household goods the sayd part to be set as may best sute 

my wife and that by my overseers : Alsoe I will and bequeath unto my sayd wife all the rest of my 

estate unbequeathed during her life shee to have the comfort and benefit of the same, and the said 

estate to be ordered by my overseers unto that end — and my mind and will is that after the Decease 
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of my wife what estate is left and is in being should be taken by my overseers and vallued: and 

alsoe that parcell of meadowe bequeathed to Samuell Sention and Epraim ; to be vallued and then 

all divided into five parts my sonn Mathias to have two parts ; and my sonn Marke one part; and 

my sonn Samuell Sention and Epraim the other two parts — they acounting the meadowe in part 

of the same — It[em]. My will and mind is that yf my sonn James Sention should decease this life 

before he comes to posses the houses homelot and the half of the acomodations and the goods and 

stock of cattell bequeathed that then the same I give and bequeath unto the rest of my children — 

only my sonn Mathias to have a dubble part to the rest: I will and bequeath unto my Dearly beloved 

brother and sister Hoit67 Twenty shillings a peece as a token of my love and they to lay it out and 

they to lay it out in what they please and keep as a remembrance: It[em]. I doe desire constitute 

ordayn and appoint my beloved brother Hoit and my sonn Mathias and my sonn Marke Sention 

overseers of this my will and Testament desiring them to have and continue a speciall care of my 

wife and to this my will and testament 

I have set to my hand the day and year above written in the presence of Thomas ffitch Sen 1- 

.Mathias Mathias Sention: — Ralph R. Keler mark. 

At a Court held at ffairfeild the 10 March 1669 the Court approves of the abovesaid will and 

order it to be recorded. State of Connecticut SS. Probate Court, District of Fairfield. Fairfield, June 

7th 1895. This may certify that the above and foregoing is a true copy of Page 47 Vol. 1665-75 of 

the probate records of the District of Fairfield. Attest, Elmore S. Banks, Clerk, (L. S.)  

 

Pedigree 1 Mathias St. John's children as described in his will. Except for Thomas the list of children includes those found 

baptized in London for Mathias and Mary. This will most definitely fit this Mathias St. John. 

 
67 This likely refers to Walter Hoyt and Rhoda Tinker (as opposed to his possible first wife, Elizabeth St. John) 

Mathias St. John

Mathias

Thomas 

(not included - died before 
1669)

Mark Samuell
Mercy St. John 

m. Ephraim Lockwood
James
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As stated, at St. Leonard, Shoreditch, a Mathias Senshon was buried 15 Dec 1669.68 It seems 

both Mathias and his uncle Mathew died between 1669 and 1671 but only one had a will. For legal 

purposes or another reason, Mathias’ could have had his remains shipped back to England for 

burial or if he were a ship-merchant, he may have died in England. This record could pertain to a 

different man all together (possibly the son of Sir William St. John, Knight in a triple coincidence). 

 

Record 12 Mathias Senshon was buried on the same day from new inn yard [near the first English Theatre where several 

of Shakespeare's plays had their initial performance] 

 
68 London Metropolitan Archives, St Leonard Shoreditch, Composite register: baptisms 1659 - 1676, marriages 

1662 - 1677, burials 1657/8 - 1674, P91/LEN/A/002/MS07494, Item 002 


